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GETTY RESEARCH INSTITUTE APPOINTS 
NAOKO TAKAHATAKE AS CURATOR OF PRINTS AND DRAWINGS 

Los Angeles – The Getty Research Institute (GRI) announced today the appointment of Naoko 

Takahatake as Curator of Prints and Drawings.  

“Naoko Takahatake is a gifted curator and has extensive expertise working with works 

on paper of the greatest importance,” said Mary Miller, director of the Getty Research 

Institute. “She has been a prominent colleague and critical figure in the field here in Los 

Angeles and internationally. We are excited to welcome her to the GRI, where she will be 

responsible for our exceptional collection of works on paper. I’m confident she will help us 

expand and present our already broad holdings in meaningful ways.”  

Takahatake comes to the Getty from the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), 

where she has been curator of prints and drawings since 2010, overseeing the collection of 

Old Master works on paper. At LACMA she curated and co-curated numerous exhibitions of 

prints and drawings from the Renaissance to the contemporary, most recently The Chiaroscuro 
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Woodcut in Renaissance Italy in 2018, which travelled to the National Gallery of Art, 

Washington. She also engaged in several collaborative research projects with conservators and 

conservation scientists, and led a major grant-funded project to reorganize and inventory the 

entire prints and drawings collection. Before her tenure at LACMA, she was an Andrew W. 

Mellon Curatorial Fellow in the Department of Old Master Prints at the National Gallery of 

Art, Washington.  She previously served as Research Associate at the Center for Advance Study 

in the Visual Arts and as Michael Bromberg Fellow in the Department of Prints and Drawings 

at the British Museum. 

“The GRI is home to more than 30,000 works on paper that together illustrate a 

comprehensive and multi-faceted overview of the history of printmaking from the Renaissance 

to today,” said Marcia Reed, chief curator at the Getty Research Institute. “Dr. Takahatake has 

an important role as caretaker of this truly one-of-a-kind collection. I am thrilled that we have 

found a curator with the knowledge and vision to lead our work in this area.” 

Takahatake earned her Bachelor of Arts in Art History and Italian from Vassar College, 

and her master’s and doctorate degrees from the University of Oxford, the latter with a 

dissertation on the print industry in 16th- and 17th-century Bologna. A specialist in Italian 

Renaissance and Baroque print history, her scholarly research interests include the technical 

study of printmaking processes and the history of print publishing and collecting. Her 

catalogue on Italian chiaroscuro woodcuts was a finalist for the Alfred H. Barr Jr. Award in 

2019. She is a member of the editorial board of Print Quarterly, and has published numerous 

papers, essays, and articles and participated in major symposia internationally.  

”It is an immense pleasure and privilege to be joining the curatorial team at the GRI, 

with its notable collections and research resources,” said Takahatake. “The Getty's profound 

commitment to advancing the appreciation of the history of prints and drawings has inspired 

audiences in Los Angeles and internationally. I am looking forward to participating in its 

outstanding programs of exhibitions, education, and scholarship, while helping to expand the 

collection.” 

Takahatake starts at the Getty Research Institute in July. 

### 

The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual 
arts that include the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation 
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Institute, and the Getty Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience 
from two locations: the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Pacific Palisades. 
 
The Getty Research Institute is an operating program of the J. Paul Getty Trust. It serves education in 
the broadest sense by increasing knowledge and understanding about art and its history through 
advanced research. The Research Institute provides intellectual leadership through its research, 
exhibition, and publication programs and provides service to a wide range of scholars worldwide 
through residencies, fellowships, online resources, and a Research Library. The Research Library—
housed in the 201,000-square-foot Research Institute building designed by Richard Meier—is one of 
the largest art and architecture libraries in the world. The general library collections (secondary sources) 
include almost 900,000 volumes of books, periodicals, and auction catalogues encompassing the history 
of Western art and related fields in the humanities. The Research Library’s special collections include 
rare books, artists’ journals, sketchbooks, architectural drawings and models, photographs, and archival 
materials. 


